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Land Use and Development Patterns
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O Please choose your top six (6) Recommended Actions under Land Use and Development Patterns, which you feel are most critical to the success of Sterling and
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Answers

Using a standard evaluation process with criteria informed by a va
riety of perspectives (e.qg., critical environmental area protection, h
abitat enhancement, public accessibility, carbon sequestration pot
ential, etc.), continually prioritize the properties in town that are en
rolled in Chapter 61 programs for municipal purchase. Alongside t
his process, ensure the Town has the funds necessary to make su
ch purchases by identifying funding mechanisms well ahead of th

e time a withdrawal request is submitted.

Steer residential developments within and closer to the town cent
er (and away from the town’s natural, undeveloped and agricultura
| areas) through the use of tools such as density bonuses (i.e., all
owing developers to increase the maximum allowable developme
nt on a parcel in exchange for supporting community goals). Cons
ider including special provisions for affordable housing and green

building practices.

Explore adopting Open Space Design (OSD)/Natural Resource Pr
otection Zoning (NRPZ) that would provide for increased housing
development while encouraging the protection of natural resource
s and open space. Such developments should be allowed by-righ
t, while conventional subdivisions should be required to obtain a S
pecial Permit. Consider including special provisions in the OSD/N
RPZ for affordable housing and district energy (e.g., shared geoth

ermal systems).

Identify split-zoned parcels along Route 12 (i.e., parcels or subdivi
ded lots that have two or more zoning designations) and rezone th

em based on the community’s land use priorities.

Review parcels zoned for residential along Route 12, particularly t
o the east between Pratts Junction Road and 1-190, and explore r
ezoning them to promote commercial and/or light industrial activit

Y.
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28 28.87%

44 45.36%

24 24.74%

24 24.74%

36 37.11%
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As the Performance Zone | district has not been utilized as origina 21 21.65%
lly envisioned, continue to explore alternative zoning that would pr
omote commercial and/or light industrial activities in this area, con

sistent with recent developments.

Ensure the Town’s Protective Bylaws adequately promote Pratts J 0 0%
unction Road and Chocksett Road as commercial and light industr
ial corridors. For example, several properties to the north of Pratts
Junction Road are within the RRF district but are not under a resid

ential use.

Assess the Town’s land holdings and develop strategic plans fors 0 0%

urplus properties that support the community’s land use priorities.

Update the table of uses, specifically for the Commercial and Ligh 29 29.9%
t Industrial districts, in the Town’s Protective Bylaws to address m

ore modern uses and needs.

Explore the creation of a lot coverage bylaw pertinent to East Lak 33 34.02%
e Waushacum to address the trend of the “McMansionization” (i.

e., the development of homes that feel too large for its property an

d out of scale with the homes that surround it) of surrounding parc

els.

Engage owners of productive agricultural land, as well as owners 55 56.7%
of "prime" and "state important" agricultural land, in expanding Agr

icultural Preservation Restrictions (APRs) in Sterling. APRs would

pay farmland owners the difference between the "fair market valu

e" and the "agricultural value" of their farmland in exchange for a

permanent deed restriction.

Continue to roll out the Town’s online permitting system and cond 0 0%
uct regular reviews, including through the solicitation of user feedb

ack, to ensure it is functioning as intended.

Continue past efforts of the Sterling Economic Development Com 44 45.36%
mittee to develop a “business development guide” that would expl
ain in easily understandable terms the Town’s permitting requirem
ents and associated procedures. Update and revise this documen

t as required.

Conduct a review of the Town’s Protective Bylaws to identify areas 0 0%
where permitting requirements are redundant (e.g., where both a

Site Plan Review and Special Permit are required). Reduce or re

move the redundancy by determining the most appropriate mecha

nism based on the intent of the original requirements. Note that S

pecial Permits can act as a deterrent to development unless mark

et conditions provide enough incentives to offset the additional eff

ort required to obtain local approval.

For priority sites with development opportunities (Refer to Chapter 12 12.37%
3, Economic Development), explore the potential of adopting MGL
Ch. 43D - Expedited Permitting, which generally improves the mar
ketability of the targeted commercial or industrial zoned sites and i
ncreases the transparency and efficiency of municipal permitting. |
f adopted, it would commit the Town to rendering decisions on loc
al permits within 180 data of application. Being site specific, this p

rovision does not affect town-wide permitting.

https://survey123.arcgis.com/surveys/271abadfedac4c50be27fc1d14772ed3/analyze?chart=0.please_provide_any_additional_t:{"show":"responses"} 2/21
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Explore revising the Flood Plain district to address relevant climat 22 22.68%
e change projections, namely regulating to the 0.2-percent annual

chance flood or more studied indicator. Work with local partners, i

ncluding the Sterling Land Trust, to purchase such lands for conse

rvation purposes, as available.

Review the Town’s Protective Bylaws to ensure they are not creati 0 0%
ng unintended effects that increase the community’s risks to clima
te hazards. For instance, excessive requirements for impervious s

urfaces can increase exposure to flood hazards.

In coordination with the Sterling Municipal Light Department, consi 50 51.55%
der adopting a bylaw that would facilitate and regulate the develop

ment of ground mounted or roof mounted solar systems. Refer to

resources such as the Massachusetts’ Department of Energy Res

ources’ “Model Zoning for the Regulation of Solar Energy System

S.

As applicable, ensure all future plans address resiliency for the co 36 37.11%
mmunity’s top climate hazards. These hazards were identified thro
ugh its 2020 Community Resilience Building Workshop, enabled b
y the Commonwealth’s Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness prog
ram, and include extreme weather events, loss of biodiversity and

agriculture, high intensity rainfall, and droughts.

Answered: 97 Skipped: 0

Housing

O Please choose your top four (4) Recommended Actions under Housing, which you feel are most critical to the success of Sterling and what is highly desired by t
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Answers Count Percentage
Adopt an Open Space Residential Development (or Cluster Devel 46 47.42%
opment) Bylaw as a way to promote efficient land use for housing
while preserving sensitive spaces.
Update and revise the Protective Bylaws to permit senior, assisted 44 45.36%

-living housing and alternative housing types, such as apartments/
condominiums, townhouses and other diverse housing types inclu

ding, but not limited to, microunits.

https://survey123.arcgis.com/surveys/271abadfedac4c50be27fc1d14772ed3/analyze?chart=0.please_provide_any_additional_t:{"show":"responses"} 3/21
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Expand the housing options for an aging population. Sterling’'s de 60 61.86%
mographic projections indicate a need to expand housing options

for an aging population with an examination of the current bylaw p

rovisions with the objective of identifying additional strategies to e

ncourage the development of senior, over 55 housing, and univers

al design to allow aging in place and further identify areas in Town

that would benefit from this sort of development.

Reconsider the Community Preservation Act (CPA) as a Smart Gr 38 39.18%
owth Tool. CPA is a smart growth tool that helps communities pres
erve open space and historic sites, create affordable housing, and
develop outdoor recreational facilities. CPA can also strengthen th
e local econo-my by expanding housing opportunities and constru

ction jobs for Sterling’s workforce.

Create a local Housing Trust which would allow Sterling to collect 1 11.34%
funds for affordable housing and segregate them out of the gener
al municipal budget into a trust fund and use the funds for local ini

tiatives to create and preserve affordable housing.

Revise the Protective Bylaws to permit mixed use by rightinthe T 41 42.27%

own Center Zoning District.

Develop Housing on Town owned land/property. Many Massachus 35 36.08%
etts communities have underutilized properties and use creative
measures for redevelopment such as a Request for Ideas or Desi

gn Contests.

Adopt an Inclusionary and/or Incentive Zoning Bylaw as an effecti 27 27.84%
ve tool that can be used by Sterling to ensure adequate affordable

housing is included in the normal course of real estate developme

nt and is a mandatory approach (often in concert with a density bo

nus) that requires developers to make a portion of the housing uni

ts in their project affordable to low- and moderate-income househ

olds and is an effective means of increasing the number affordabl

e housing units and creates a wider variety of affordability levels w

ithin a development.

Offer Tax Incentives in the form of a public/private partnership bet 19 19.59%
ween the Town and individual homeowners to create affordable ho

using eligible for Sterling’s affordable housing inventory.

Explore many of the grant opportunities to help Sterling achieve it 29 29.9%
s housing goals via any of, but not limited to, the following progra
ms: Housing Choice Community Grant Program, Community One

Stop for Growth Program.

Collaborate with Private Non-Profit Collaborate with Private Non-P 38 39.18%
rofit Organizations (e.g., Habitat for Humanity and Montachusett E

nterprise Center). Habitat for Humanity (HFH) is a well-known non

-profit that believes that all people should have a decent, safe, an

d affordable place to live. Habitat builds and repairs houses throug

hout the world using volunteer labor and donations. Partner famili

es then purchase these houses through no-profit mortgage loans

or innovative financing methods. Sterling is located within the serv

ice area of Habitat for Humanity North Central Massachusetts whi

ch is headquartered in Fitchburg.

Answered: 97 Skipped: 0

Economic Development
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O Please choose your top seven (7) Recommended Actions under Economic Development, which you feel are most critical to the success of Sterling and what is h

Revitalize the town center by promoting ...
Identify and pursue state and/or ...
Enhance local infrastructure in a visible ...
Work with local and regional ...

Define — and promote - the types of ...

Create and promote entrepreneurial ...

In coordination with the Public ...

Complete and enact the Design Review ...

Explore possible collaboration/...

Engage younger ...

Explore opportunities to limit vehicle ...

To encourage the growth of small ...
Continue tapping into the regional ...
Establish partnerships between ...

Work with local property owners and ...

In coordination with the Land Use and ...
Engage regional partners to conduct an ...
Create marketing materials (e.g., ...

Leverage the positive and productive ...

Encourage the Sterling Business ...

o

20 40 60 80

Answers Count Percentage

Revitalize the town center by promoting investment that attracts s~ 70 72.16%
hoppers and visitors from Sterling and beyond, including new or r
edeveloped dining establishments, bars, cafes, and ice cream sho

ps. Provide and/or allow for more sidewalk and outdoor dining.

Identify and pursue state and/or federal grant opportunities to impr 58 59.79%
ove streetscapes (e.g., more pedestrian and bicycle accommodati
ons, streetlights, landscaping, custom pavers, etc.), or conduct sit
e-readiness work. Potential sources of funding include MassWork
s, MassDevelopment, and the Department of Housing and Comm

unity Development.

Enhance local infrastructure in a visible way to demonstrate Sterli 55 56.7%
ng'’s enthusiasm for new trends (e.g., expanded sidewalks, bicycle
lanes, traffic-calming devices, public wi-fi, electric vehicle charging

stations, carsharing).

Work with local and regional organizations to develop strategies fo 53 54.64%
r building upon the strength of Sterling’s agricultural businesses

(e.g., farm-to-table, CSA programs, food research, etc.).

Define — and promote — the types of commercial developments th 44 45.36%
at hold appeal for younger populations, including art and culture,

“experience-based" retail, cafes, microbreweries, etc.

Create and promote entrepreneurial opportunities, for instance, pr 44 45.36%
oduce markets (potentially in partnership with local farmers), pop-
up retail stores, publicly-accessible makerspaces, business incub

ators, and shared/collaborative workspaces.

https://survey123.arcgis.com/surveys/271abadfedac4c50be27fc1d14772ed3/analyze?chart=0.please_provide_any_additional_t:{"show":"responses"} 5/21
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In coordination with the Public Facilities and Services Chapter exp
lore opportunities to implement public sewer, especially in the tow

n center area.

Complete and enact the Design Review Guidelines that will provid
e recommendations on the design of signage and facades in build
ing projects taking place in the town center. Consider making the

m regulatory, as opposed to advisory.

Explore possible collaboration/agreements with neighboring towns
for mutual beneficial utility expansions and development at town b
oundaries. For example, the development of a potential business
park at the Clinton town line vacant lands on Metropolitan Road li

ne zoned for light industrial.

Engage younger populations from around the region to identify op
portunities and barriers for attracting them to (or keeping them in)
Sterling (e.g., availability and attainability of diverse housing type

s, public school performance, retail and dining options, etc.).

Explore opportunities to limit vehicle activity in the town center at
strategic times throughout the year, to enhance the pedestrian ex

perience.

To encourage the growth of small businesses in alignment with en
visioned economic development, create a Sterling Development G
uide. Such guidance may identify and describe local resources, p
ermitting and zoning processes, tax policies, and available financi

ng (e.g., business loans and/or grant opportunities).

Continue tapping into the regional network through active particip
ation in the Wachusett Area Chamber of Commerce and North Ce
ntral Massachusetts Chamber of Commerce. These cross-munici

pal partnerships will drive economic growth in a powerful way.

Establish partnerships between Sterling’s business community an
d the local/regional student population, to promote paths toward s

uccessful employment and careers.

Work with local property owners and regional partners to identify p
rime development sites throughout the town and develop clear visi
ons and marketing strategies for their redevelopment. Explore stat
ewide resources for promoting development sites, such as those s

ponsored by MassDevelopment and MassEcon.

In coordination with the Land Use and Development Patterns Cha
pter, explore opportunities to expand upon the supply of parcels a
vailable for industrial development, within proximity of existing ind

ustrial districts (e.g., Chocksett, the North Gateway, etc.).

Engage regional partners to conduct an economic development st
udy to understand how Sterling performs against, and complemen
ts, other communities within the region. Identify opportunities to cr
oss-promote economic development with other municipalities, pot
entially including a focus on the Montachusett region’s significant

manufacturing employment base.

Create marketing materials (e.g., pamphlets, videos, social media,
and other web content) to promote the town’s assets/resources thr

oughout the region and state.
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Leverage the positive and productive energy of the Sterling Econo 8 8.25%
mic Development Committee to continue to build the narrative pre

sented in this chapter. The EDC can determine action items, and

assign roles and responsibilities, for carrying out the Master Plan’s

recommended strategies, tapping into other departments and com

mittees, as necessary.

Encourage the Sterling Business Association to keep up momentu 8 8.25%

m and meet on a regular basis.

Answered: 97 Skipped: 0

Natural Resources

O Please choose your top eight (8) Recommended Actions under Natural Resources , which you feel are most critical to the success of Sterling and what is highly

Work with the Town of Clinton, as well as ...

Assess the potential of establishing green...

In partnership with the Conservation ...
Assess the need to prioritize municipal ...
Working with relevant partners, evaluate...
Promote the use of rain barrels, which are...
Promote the adoption of a Low Impact ...
Work with partners, including the ...
Prepare a town-wide green infrastructure...
Continue efforts to secure funding to ...
Implement a public educational program ...
Encourage the use of private irrigation ...
Consider opportunities to encourage or ...
For existing and new conservation ...
Investigate the certification of additional...
Work with local farming operations to ...
Continue to engage ...

Conduct a water conservation campaign ..

Sponsor stormwater management ...

Investigate and require, as feasible ...

o
nN
o
N
o

60

Answers Count Percentage

Work with the Town of Clinton, as well as private entities, to advan 59 60.82%
ce efforts to fix the dams that are designated as a significant haza

rd.

Assess the potential of establishing green corridors that would co 56 57.73%
nnect natural areas and areas of open space for the purposes of p

roviding habitat for wildlife and enhanced mobility and recreational

opportunities for the town’s residents and visitors. Green corridors

are typically thin, linear strips of land — often acquired through con

servation restrictions. In the identification of potential sites for gree

n corridors, consider the town’s Core Habitat and Critical Natural

Resources (see BioMap2).

https://survey123.arcgis.com/surveys/271abadfedac4c50be27fc1d14772ed3/analyze?chart=0.please_provide_any_additional_t:{"show
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In partnership with the Conservation Commission, Sterling Land T~ 51 52.58%
rust, and Department of Conservation and Recreation, work to cre
ate/coordinate local forest management plans, with a focus on ma

intaining and improving biodiversity.

Assess the need to prioritize municipal tree replacements and ne 44 45.36%
w plantings in areas that would reduce heat islands (e.g., around

buildings, at pavements in parking lots and along streets).

Working with relevant partners, evaluate appropriate levels of con 40 41.24%
served lands in Sterling, balancing community priorities such as ¢

ommunity character and economic development. As appropriate, i

ncrease the Town’s inventory of conservation lands and drive the

granting of conservation restrictions on privately-held lands.

Promote the use of rain barrels, which are intended to collect rain 35 36.08%
water for landscape irrigation purposes. Consider partnering with
a local rain barrel vendor on a program that provides rain barrels

at a reduced cost to residents.

Promote the adoption of a Low Impact Development (LID) Bylaw. 34 35.05%
LID is a development approach that first identifies natural resourc
e areas for preservation and then applies stormwater best manag
ement practices (BMPs) to preserve those natural features and as
sociated hydrology. Examples of such practices include permeabl
e pavers, bioretention, and green roofs. LID techniques are applie
d instead of traditional stormwater management methods of collec

ting, conveying, and piping away stormwater runoff.

Work with partners, including the Massachusetts Department of Tr 33 34.02%
ansportation and the Department of Conservation and Recreation,
to reduce salt use on major roadways, particularly those near aqu

atic ecosystems and drinking water supplies.

Prepare a town-wide green infrastructure plan that would integrate 33 34.02%
green infrastructure, such as LID, into the Town’s stormwater, com

bined sewers, and roads. Green infrastructure has the benefits of

managing flooding, preparing for drought, reducing urban heat isla

nd effects, among others.

Continue efforts to secure funding to address nutrient loadingto E 32 32.99%

ast Lake Waushacum.

Implement a public educational program on proper septic system 29 29.9%
use and maintenance. Include a focus on using phosphate-free cl
eaning products, correct hazardous waste disposal practices, avoi
ding the use of garbage disposals for food waste, and conducting
regular inspections and pumping. Encourage the installation of ad
vanced treatment systems that result in greater nitrogen or phosp

horus removal, in contrast to typical septic tanks.

Encourage the use of private irrigation wells instead of makingco 29 29.9%

nnections to the Town’s potable water supply.

Consider opportunities to encourage or require water efficient desi 28 28.87%
gn and water efficient landscapes for new construction and major
renovations. Advocate for such inclusions in the State’s Building a

nd Plumbing codes.

For existing and new conservation restrictions, ensure the Townh 26 26.8%

as the proper monitoring and enforcement protocols in place.

Investigate the certification of additional vernal pools in Sterlingto 25 25.77%

provide them with regulatory protections.

https://survey123.arcgis.com/surveys/271abadfedac4c50be27fc1d14772ed3/analyze?chart=0.please_provide_any_additional_t:{"show":"responses"} 8/21
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Work with local farming operations to promote water-saving farmin 24 24.74%
g techniques, such as the use of alternative water sources and pr

oper irrigation scheduling.

Continue to engage property owners with lands eligible for the Sta 22 22.68%
te’s Chapter 61 programs and encourage program enroliment. Pro
vide to them education on the programs, as applicable, including t

heir tax benefits.

Conduct a water conservation campaign to reduce use of potable 22 22.68%
water for landscaping purposes. This campaign should be targete
d by household, using a comparison of winter and summer time u
sage. Households with the greatest change in usage should be pr
ovided with educational materials that include a comparison of the

ir water usage against others in the community.

Sponsor stormwater management educational programs for resid 14 14.43%
ents to address potential sources of contamination of stormwater,

to encourage stewardship of water resources.

Investigate and require, as feasible and where applicable, provisio 13 13.4%
ns for buffering developments from the South Meadow Brook to e

nsure protection from nutrient loading and stormwater erosion.

Answered: 97 Skipped: 0

Historic and Cultural Resources

O Please choose your top five (5) Recommended Actions under Historic and Cultural Resources, which you feel are most critical to the success of Sterling and wh:
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Answers Count Percentage
Develop a historic resources Preservation Plan for the town or for 38 39.18%
individual neighborhoods that establishes priorities and strategic
milestones for the identification, management, and promotions of
Sterling’s historic properties. The MHC Survey and Planning Gran
t Program can be a source of financial support for the creation of t
his plan.
Support efforts to pass the Community Preservation Act, which pr 33 34.02%

ovides funding for the direct preservation of historic resources; the
preparation of structural assessments and feasibility studies for bu

ilding reuse; and hiring an architect to create construction plans.

https://survey123.arcgis.com/surveys/271abadfedac4c50be27fc1d14772ed3/analyze?chart=0.please_provide_any_additional_t:{"show":"responses"} 9/21
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Become a Certified Local Government (CLG) through the MHC an 30 30.93%
d National Park Service, which provides additional opportunities fo

r funding and technical assistance. Additionally, becoming a CLG

would allow Sterling to participate directly in the review and appro

val of National Register nominations.

Evaluate the adoption of a Demolition Review Bylaw or Demolition 37 38.14%
-By-Neglect Bylaw. Demolition Review allows the Sterling Historic
al Commission to impose a demolition delay on preferably preserv
ed historic buildings that allows time to identify future uses that wil
| save the building (on-site or elsewhere). A Demolition-By-Neglec
t Bylaw helps protect neighborhood character by disallowing the in

tentional deterioration of buildings.

Develop a strategy to assess the needs of the town’s numerous hi 44 45.36%
storic cemeteries. Prioritize cemeteries according to significance a

nd threats, and contract specialists in cemetery preservation to de

lineate the grounds and develop restoration and maintenance pla

ns.

Develop a Heritage Landscape Report, based on the former Depa 27 27.84%
rtment of Conservation and Recreation’s Heritage Landscape Inve

ntory program. Heritage landscapes consider natural and manma

de features together, such agricultural lands, woodlands, scenic vi

ewsheds, and industrial waterways. Identifying priority heritage la

ndscapes, perhaps including Wekepeke Brook, is the first step in i

dentifying tools to protect them and can inform development and p

lanning initiatives town-wide.

Assess the need to repurpose Town-owned facilities for communit 47 48.45%
y needs by identifying short-term and long-term planning goals for

surplus properties.

Sponsor the preparation of an expansion of the Sterling Center Hi 26 26.8%
storic District and the listing of the Waushacum Village, formerly k

nown as Sterling Campground.

Develop interactive programming such as tours, scavenger hunts, 25 25.77%
and family photo scanning, around the significant historic resource
s, including the West Sterling Schoolhouse, the Town-owned cem

eteries, or the Town Pound.

Use the National Register districts to market the use of historic tax 24 24.74%

credits by existing and future owners and developers.

Promote awareness of Sterling’s heritage through the publication 0 0%
of articles in local community papers, social media posts, installin

g heritage-related signage, and pursuing collaborations with com

munity organizations to develop co-sponsored programming. Enlis

t related volunteer efforts from the town’s elders.

Develop a network of community partners to bring programming t 28 28.87%
o a wider audience by engaging local organization and committee

s, such as the Sterling Senior Center Council on Aging, Conant P

ublic Library, Sterling Historical Society, Sterling Historical Commi

ssion, Sterling “Young Adults Helping Out Others” Y.A.H.0.0., and

Sterling Public Schools.

Encourage the engagement of local artists, including students, thr 37 38.14%

ough the use of public art and performance throughout the town.

https://survey123.arcgis.com/surveys/271abadfedac4c50be27fc1d14772ed3/analyze?chart=0.please_provide_any_additional_t:{"show":"responses"}  10/21
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Support year-round arts and cultural programming by securing te 59
mporary spaces, such as the 1835 Town Hall, that encourage visit
ation during different seasons and provide resources for local orga

nizations and entities to expand virtual programming.

Open Space and Recreation

Sterling Master Plan — Survey #3, September/October 2020 - Part Il

60.82%

Answered: 97 Skipped: 0

O Please choose your top six (6) Recommended Actions under Open Space and Recreation, which you feel are most critical to the success of Sterling and what is |
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Answers Count Percentage
Continue to increase awareness of open space and recreation op 21 21.65%
portunities in Sterling by engaging in public outreach.

Promote or host events, activities and programs that address stew 11 11.34%
ardship needs on publicly accessible properties

Create a comprehensive maintenance plan for all the town playing 50 51.55%
fields.

Conduct a Needs Assessment for indoor recreation program spac 31 31.96%
e.

Work with the Select Board and Department of Public Works to ali 28 28.87%
gn goals and maintenance plans.

Develop plans for renovating the Griffin Road Playing Fields. 34 35.05%
Review administrative procedures that inform decision making ab 14 14.43%
out the community's open space and recreation priorities and nee

ds.

Promote the Community Preservation Act for adoption in the tow 22 22.68%
n.

Develop a plan for a network of interconnecting hiking trails, inclu 55 56.7%
ding trails in adjoining towns and the proposed Mass Central Rail

Trail currently under development

Develop a maintenance plan for existing Sterling Trails, including 36 37.11%
staffing and possible budget.

Keep the website for OSIC’s Sterling Trails current, with updates f 0 0%

or trail conditions, schedules for trail clean up days, listing of sche

duled hikes, and trail brochures ready for download.

https://survey123.arcgis.com/surveys/271abadfedac4c50be27fc1d14772ed3/analyze?chart=0.please_provide_any_additional_t:{"show":
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Expand the list of trail leaders and continue an active program of s 16 16.49%
cheduled hikes with leaders and augmented with (amateur) natura

lists for fauna and flora commentaries.

Prioritize unprotected open space parcels that may become availa 40 41.24%
ble for acquisition by the town in terms of preserving ecosystems,
wildlife corridor conservation and wildlife habitat and protection of

important water resources.

Prioritize unprotected parcels of agricultural land in terms of soilq 30 30.93%

uality and suitability for farming.

Explore additional options available to the town for acquiring non- 29 29.9%

protected land.

While Resilience and sustainability are typically infrastructure-relat 26 26.8%
ed issues, decisions regarding open space protection need to con
sider: (i) Protecting and not overtaxing aquifers, lakes and other w
ater resources, (i) providing buffer for the more frequently occurri
ng heavy downpours; (iii) having a strong farming community that

is well-integrated into the local food network.

Prepare descriptions of a few Sterling Easy Trails that form shorts 25 25.77%
ections of the existing Sterling Trails and are particularly suited for

inexperienced hikers while being Age and Dementia-Friendly.

Improve or create parking access to conservation, town forest pro 49 50.52%

perties and hiking trails.

Improve and expand upon recreational programming to be morea 21 21.65%

ccessible and inclusive.

Answered: 97 Skipped: 0

Public Facilities and Services

o Please choose your top seven (7) Recommended Actions under Public Facilities and Services, which you feel are most critical to the success of Sterling and whz
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Seek opportunities to expand ...

Prepare an assessment of the town’s ...

Develop a Public Facilities Improvement ... _

The need to address the deficiencies in ...

Continue to evaluate and enhance ... _

Invest in educational programs and ... I
Explore the feasibility of expanding the ... _

Develop a financial plan and action ... |
In anticipation of future regulations for...
Advance energy upgrades for the town’s ...
Work with the School ...
Work closely with the Wachusett School ...
Continue to pursue Action Grants for the ...
Seek opportunities to encourage ...
Incorporate cost-effective green ...

Develop a plan and costs estimates to ...

Develop a staffing plan to assess current... _

Undertake a fleet vehicle assessment to ...

Answers Count

Continue to work with the Sterling Municipal Light Departmenttod 75

eliver low-cost renewable energy to the Sterling community.

Seek opportunities to expand high speed internet access through 61
out Sterling, particularly to those that are most in need (e.g., low-i

ncome households).

Continue to fund annual improvements to roadways and seek opp 51
ortunities to obtain state funding for long-term transportation enha
ncements as identified in the Circulation and Transportation chapt
er. In the process, seek opportunities to obtain grants that will ena
ble the town to further the implementation of Completes Streets a

nd active transportation projects.

Prepare an assessment of the town’s forecasted future needs fori 45

nvestments in pump stations, wells, and the delivery of water.

Develop a Public Facilities Improvement Plan for all Town building 41
s that identifies near-, mid-, and long-term improvements (and cos
ts), so that the town will have a comprehensive inventory of the re
quired maintenance and capital improvements needed for its publi

c facilities.

The need to address the deficiencies in the DPW facilities (sucha 41
s the potential renovation or replacement of the existing building a

nd storage needs) were noted as a high priority as part of this ma

ster planning process. In concert with creating a Public Facilities |
mprovement Plan, review the specific needs of the DPW facilities

to address physical needs, as well as operational and support equ

ipment needs.

Continue to evaluate and enhance transportation services offered 34

to seniors and residents with disabilities.

https://survey123.arcgis.com/surveys/271abadfedac4c50be27fc1d14772ed3/analyze?chart=0.please_provide_any_additional_t:{"show
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Invest in educational programs and materials that provide resident 28 28.87%
s and business owners information about the town’s solid waste a

nd recycling programs to improve the town’s overall diversion rate.

Explore the feasibility of expanding the current Senior Centertom 27 27.84%
eet the space needs for programs serving the town’s senior popul
ation. As part of this study, determine what feasible recreational pr
ogramming will be in demand for both seniors and the town’s yout

h to incorporate such programming into the facility.

Develop a financial plan and action plan, including through approp 26 26.8%
riating and allocating funds in the town’s Capital Improvement Pla
n, to implement the recommendations identified in the Public Facil

ities Improvement Plan.

In anticipation of future regulations for water resource manageme 26 26.8%
nt, plan for adequate staffing to ensure the town has the resource
s necessary to assist with the monitoring and training that will be r
equired to continue to ensure safe water and water quality throug

hout the Town of Sterling.

Advance energy upgrades for the town’s existing buildings to impr 25 25.77%

ove overall performance and costs.

Work with the School Committee to assess the ability to better utili 25 25.77%
ze the public school facilities and programs for other community u
ses, especially as it pertains to the interaction between the school

s and the Senior Center.

Work closely with the Wachusett School Department, Sterling repr 24 24.74%
esentatives on the Wachusett School Committee, and the Finance
Committee to identify and support capital improvements that are n

eeded to support school operations.

Continue to pursue Action Grants for the implementation of resilie 23 23.71%
nce measures, particularly those that are nature-based, through th

e State’s Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness program.

Seek opportunities to encourage collaboration among the Council 22 22.68%
on Aging (COA), Recreation Department, and Sterling’s Public Sc

hools to promote intergenerational activities.

Incorporate cost-effective green infrastructure strategies into allm 21 21.65%

unicipal projects for stormwater management.

Develop a plan and costs estimates to provide electric vehicle (E 21 21.65%
V) charging stations for vehicles at all the municipal buildings and

parking lots.

Develop a staffing plan to assess current and future staffing needs 18 18.56%
and enhance necessary staff trainings to all departments to addre
ss anticipated growth in municipal services and implement the rec
ommendations included in the Master Plan, so that the town can d

eliver its services effectively.

Undertake a fleet vehicle assessment to ascertain opportunitiesto 17 17.53%

right size vehicles and convert to electric alternatives.

Answered: 97 Skipped: 0

Circulation and Transportation

o Please choose your top nine (9) Recommended Actions under Circulation and Transportation, which you feel are most critical to the success of Sterling and wha
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Make the neighborhoods, especially the ...
Develop a Pavement Management System: ...
Develop scenic streetscapes and ...

Establish a Regional Trail Network: Work ...
Incorporate greener designs such as ...

Actively Pursue Grant Funding for Trail ...

Inventory and Maintain Culverts: Proper ...
Develop a ...

Strive towards Age and Disability Friendly...
Strengthen Public Transportation: Since ...

Explore opportunities to expand and ...

Improve pedestrian mobility on rural ...

Fill in gaps in the sidewalk network by ...
Enroll in Safe Routes to School: The ...
Incorporate Traffic Calming Where ...
Develop of a Complete Streets approach ...
Provide electric vehicle charging ...

D...

Analyze Traffic Crash Data: Analyze ...

u...

Consider environmental factors when ...
Replace inefficient and older municipal ...
Expand transportation options for ...
Schedule Yearly Traffic Counts with MRPC:...
Promote smarter technology-assisted ...

Explore Transportation Alternatives to ...

o

Answers

Make the neighborhoods, especially the town center, more pedest
rian friendly through the construction and rehabilitation of sidewalk
s. Current design standards for Americans with Disabilities Act (A

DA) compliance should be incorporated.

Develop a Pavement Management System: The Town needs to pr
otect its investment in roads and other public facilities such as brid
ges and culverts; lack of routine maintenance investment results i

n needless deterioration and replacement resulting in reduced utili
ty of the facility and greater long-term replacement costs. Where a
ppropriate, the town should seek local and federal funding assista
nce on eligible roads. Sterling should consider working with MRP

C as well as the Massachusetts Department of Transportation (Ma
ssDOT) highway division office on projects and funding opportuniti

es.

Develop scenic streetscapes and landscaping that are close to th
e highways or along medians that can increase driver awareness
resulting in slower speeds and safer streets; replace overhead utili
ties with underground services in the town center. This includes in
stalling period lighting in the town center; lighting for sidewalks ne
eds to be pedestrian-scale, designing ADA-compliant sidewalks a
nd crosswalks in the town center, and; replacing existing faded cr
osswalks with imprinted/textured crosswalks at intersections and

mid-block locations, where necessary.

Sterling Master Plan — Survey #3, September/October 2020 - Part Il

20 40 60 80
Count Percentage

68 70.1%

58 59.79%

52 53.61%
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Establish a Regional Trail Network: Work with neighboring commu 51 52.58%
nities and regional entities to establish a regional trail network that
would ultimately link Sterling to various recreational opportunities
outside of the town (i.e. Leominster/Fitchburg Rail Trail). Currently
there are limited bike and pedestrian trails within the community. T
he town may wish to identify, prioritize and implement additional tr
ail opportunities. Bike lanes and/or sidewalks should be incorporat
ed into roadway projects where appropriate. Roadway projects sh
ould take into account existing and/or possible future connections
for trails and other multimodal infrastructure. Sterling should also
create its own Community Trail Plan. MRPC can assist and there

are other communities in the area that can be used as a model.

Incorporate greener designs such as street trees, rain gardens, bi 47 48.45%
o-swales, paving materials and permeable surfaces, with plants a

nd soils collecting rain water to reduce flooding and pollution.

Actively Pursue Grant Funding for Trail Development: (1) MassTra 45 46.39%
ils Grant program supports recreational trail and shared use path
way projects across the Commonwealth. This grant is reviewed a
nd recommended by the Massachusetts Recreational Trails Advis
ory Board and the Commonwealth’s Inter-Agency Trails Team. (2)
Recreational Trails Program (RTP) is federally funded through the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), administered at the Stat
e level, and provide funding for the development and maintenance
of recreational trail projects, both motorized and non-motorized.
(3) Commonwealth Trails Grant is funded through the State’s ann
ual Capital Investment Plan (CIP) and aim to help communities de
sign, create and maintain off-road shared-use pathway connection
s between where Massachusetts residents live, learn, work, shop
and recreate, especially by building out the longer distance region
al networks of multi-use pathways across the state and filling in cri
tical gaps in existing networks, or overcoming current barriers to ¢

onnectivity.

Inventory and Maintain Culverts: Proper drainage is an essentiale 43 44.33%
lement of road maintenance. The town should conduct and mainta

in an inventory of culverts within the community and seek to identi

fy a mechanism to clean, repair and update the structures as nee

ded. The town should also diligently conduct annual road side mai

ntenance including the removal of winter sand and any blockage.

The town could also incorporate greener designs such as street tr

ees, rain gardens, bio-swales, paving materials and permeable su

rfaces, with plants and soils collecting rain water to reduce floodin

g and pollution.

Develop a parking management plan for the town center area with 41 42.27%
a goal of identifying the most efficient means of utilizing the curren

t parking supply, identifying future supply options and wayfinding,

which is the directional signage or messaging that helps people n

avigate to a destination.

Strive towards Age and Disability Friendly Transportation: For seni 40 41.24%
ors, many of whom are no longer able to drive, dependable transp
ortation is a lifeline to the world. Availability of transportation, affor
dability, reliability and frequency, and safety and comfort are age a
nd disability friendly considerations that Sterling should continue t

o prioritize when engaging in any transportation efforts.

https://survey123.arcgis.com/surveys/271abadfedac4c50be27fc1d14772ed3/analyze?chart=0.please_provide_any_additional_t:{"show":"responses"}  16/21
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Strengthen Public Transportation: Since the town of Sterlingisinr 38 39.18%
elatively close proximity to the Leominster commuter rail line, ther

e is a need to get residents and visitors to and from the train statio

n possibly via transit bus or shuttle. This would be particularly usef

ul for those residents who are considered low income, elderly or di

sabled. A way to initiate some progress would be for the Sterling

Select Board to open a dialogue with the Montachusett Area Regi

onal Transit Authority (MART). Discussion between Sterling and

MART could include relevant/current MART programs.

Explore opportunities to expand and enhance current bicycle path 38 39.18%
s within the community and education to encourage bicycling in St

erling. A map depicting the location of existing and proposed bicyc

le paths/lanes will assist with gaps in connectivity to destination p

oints.

Improve pedestrian mobility on rural residential roads by exploring 35 36.08%
opportunities for interconnecting short sections of trails and conne

cting cul-de-sacs.

Fill in gaps in the sidewalk network by connecting neighborhoods. 34 35.05%
A map depicting the location of current and proposed sidewalks wi

Il help determine where connection needs to occur.

Enroll in Safe Routes to School: The Massachusetts Safe Routes 32 32.99%
to School (SRTS) Program is a federally funded initiative of the M
assachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) that enco
urages elementary and middle school students to safely walk and
bike to/from school by using a collaborative, community-focused a
pproach that bridges the gap between health and transportation.
Sterling will be able to prioritize the construction of sidewalks and
related repairs by the schools in addition to placing signage in sch
ool pick-up and drop-off areas to discourage vehicles from idling a
nd thus reduce pollution from automobiles. Sterling is not currently
enrolled in the Safe Routes to School Program. More information
about this program can be found at https://www.mass.gov/safe-ro

utes-to-school.

Incorporate Traffic Calming Where Appropriate: Traffic calming m 32 32.99%
easures include a range of strategies to slow down traffic and dete
r the use of local residential roads for through traffic. Strategies mi
ght include one-way streets, neckdowns or narrow travel lanes, on
-street parking, or speed bumps. These strategies include ones th
at may be more effective than those currently employed by the to
wn such as the development of cul-de-sacs and dead-end streets.
Traffic calming must be conducted in a comprehensive manner—
not piecemeal—otherwise traffic will simply shift from one local str
eet to another. Enforcement measures should be identified and pu
tin place. The Town can also require developers to implement traf
fic calming measures in new subdivisions. Additionally, the Town s
hould explore the adoption of a Transportation Demand Managem
ent program, which is the application of strategies and policies to

help reduce or redistribute travel demand throughout town.

Develop of a Complete Streets approach on all active and futurer 29 29.9%
oadway projects to further promote walking and cycling as safe an

d active transportation options.

Provide electric vehicle charging stations on municipal property. 26 26.8%

https://survey123.arcgis.com/surveys/271abadfedac4c50be27fc1d14772ed3/analyze?chart=0.please_provide_any_additional_t:{"show":"responses"}  17/21
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Develop a Comprehensive Circulation Study/Plan: The town may 25 25.77%
seek to establish a Comprehensive Circulation Study/Plan of non-

motorized users that could identify major travel routes, crosswalk

s, sidewalks, appropriate pavement markings and signage, etc. T

his plan should include major areas of concern for the town (i.e. d

owntown, town hall, library, schools, recreation facilities, etc.). In a

ddition, this plan could identify links to the town’s overall trail/bike

network.

Analyze Traffic Crash Data: Analyze traffic crash data for crashes 24 24.74%
on major roads and intersections to determine the patterns and ca
uses. Seek potential projects to address identified issues at major
crash locations. Where appropriate, state and federal funding assi
stance should be utilized. Consider working with MRPC as well as
the Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) high

way division office on projects and funding opportunities.

Upon completion of the Complete Streets Prioritization Plan, conti 21 21.65%
nue to update the plan in order to remain active and eligible for fut

ure state funding grants. Include Complete Streets priority project

s in the Capital Improvement Plan (develop one if not already don

e) to be implemented with Chapter 90 funding or funding through t

he Town’s budget allocation. And, continue to actively engage with

MassDOT to pursue funding for Complete Streets priority projects.

Consider environmental factors when reviewing and prioritizing tra 20 20.62%
nsportation projects and proactively monitor and assess vulnerabl

e infrastructures.

Replace inefficient and older municipal vehicles with energy efficie 20 20.62%

nt models and seek grants to assist with this.

Expand transportation options for traveling regionally into and out 18 18.56%
of Sterling and explore the potential for a fixed or flexible route pu

blic transportation service.

Schedule Yearly Traffic Counts with MRPC: On an annual basisM 15 15.46%
RPC, solicits from each community up to 5 traffic count locations p

er calendar year. Sterling has taken advantage of this program in t

he past. The Town should continue to work with the MRPC to esta

blish key traffic count locations to go along with those locations th

at are part of the MRPC'’s regional traffic count program. The purp

ose is to monitor traffic patterns over time in order to anticipate the

need for future improvements. Traffic counts are conducted by M

RPC at no cost to the community.

Promote smarter technology-assisted design elements by incorpo 13 13.4%
rating intelligent signals and electric vehicle charging for greater s

ystem efficiencies and user convenience.

Explore Transportation Alternatives to Connect the Youth Intra-Ste 8 8.25%
rling: Connect Sterling youth intra-town at destination points, whet
her for employment or for socialization. Those without access to t
heir own private vehicles are left to rely upon the availability of an
adult to transport them to a specific destination. Exploring alternat

e sources or methods of transportation is recommended.

Answered: 97 Skipped: 0

Additional Feedback on the Recommended Actions

O Please provide any additional thoughts you may have regarding the Recommended Actions included in this survey.
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You have too many goals and too many items that must be selected. the are things that | must select despit

e them not being a priority.

Why aren’t we demanding that all new buildings be zero energy buildings???

While it would be helpful to have links in the survey to LID, Community One Stop Growth, etc. | am guessin

g the form would not allow it. Thanks for the great amount of work it took to produce this survey.

What is that junk in front of the library? That is the most ridiculous waste of money. Remove those barriers.

We have a lot of work to do! | hope that when all is said and done that we are proud of our efforts. That Sterl
ing is a place of forests, wetlands, and diverse natural areas for both humans and animals to thrive and cont
inue to enrich each other's lives. Once lost, wild and open spaces cannot soon be replaced. Further, nothing

man-made can substitute for the handy-work of Mother Nature left to her own devices!

very good start

Trails and bikeways are really great ways to Improve the town.

The town should work to retain it's historical and natural ambiance and provide the latest modern technolog
y unseen, so that residents can access the world. People move here for the charm and ability to be part of n
ature. Don't loose it. Encourage more community spirit not just with the Fair but with daily life. Developing ti

es within the town make people want to stay.

The Town needs to assess its future needs for water and plan accordingly.

The town is doing a GREAT job including the residents and keeping us informed. | look forward to seeing th
e downtown and our parks revitalized the most. Two areas that need the most attention are repaving the roa
ds (especially Newell Hill Rd) and having more police presence for speeding in our beautiful town. Thank yo

u to everyone involved!

The small brick building behind the 1835 should be emptied and moved to the Butterick area and used for a
n Information Booth...perfect size and a needed Welcome to Sterling structure. it is blocking much needed p
arking and is also blocking new septic system work planned for 1835 ....the longer it stays, the longer the bu

ilding stays restricted.

That cover it!

Thank you to the Master Planning Committee for your dedicated work on improving the Town of Sterling

Thank you for the opportunity to provide my opinion

https://survey123.arcgis.com/surveys/271abadfedac4c50be27fc1d14772ed3/analyze?chart=0.please_provide_any_additional_t:{"show

1

1

1

1

1

1

responses"}

19/21



10/21/21, 8:44 AM Sterling Master Plan — Survey #3, September/October 2020 - Part Il

Take and demolish the Sterling Inn, sell and repurpose the property. It needs to be condemned and istooco 1
stly to renovate for a private owner or the town.. It's more than a community eyesore, it's condition and negl
ect brings down the north end of 12. Don't put this property in a delayed demolition status. It need to go asa
p. In it's current state its's a loss for the town and it 's residence. The town need a gas, diesel and electric ch
arging station to serve it's residence and the greater Chockset industrial areal nearby the RT 190 intersectio
n Sterling has only two stations, West Sterling and a outdated one south on Rt 12 beyond the center. The to
wn should not be in the electrical vehicle charging business, rather provide incentives for private industrial b

usiness to do so.

STERLING NEEDS TO UPDATE TO THE NOW AND FUTURE. Get rid of the septic sewer system,and mo 1
ve towards modern day sewer. We are surrounded by cities and towns that have modern day sewer system

s. We should be able to connect and slowing bring modern day sewer to Sterling. Not pollute the earth with
septics. Enough with EV Charging stations. SMLD has solar everywhere yet our electric bills are going up. |
nstead offer residence incentives to install solar. | will not install solar as the coast is outrageous, there is no
tincentive for me. It would take 20yrs for a system to pay for itself. There is NO solar SREC in Sterling its all

out of pocket and the town reaps the benefits.
Sidewalks, bike ways, trails, senior/low income transportation are important for our townsfolk 1
Remove the Jersey Barriers in the center of town. They are an eyesore. 1

Regarding parking, the "existing" parking available behind the town hall is not the solution to the lack of park 1
ing in the center of town, unless retail shoppers are re-directed to park there. The painted green pavement i

n the center of town is an eyesore and should not be considered "green space." It is a waste of four or five p
arking spaces that could be used by the church, the preschool, the library, retail spaces across the street, et

c. ltis also not a safe space for people to gather as cars speed down Meetinghouse Hill Road. | am not in fa

vor of hiring more people in town to plan programs, cultural events, etc; there is already too much money w
asted. The Cultural Council, Rec Department, Library and Senior Center already offer a lot of programming

and should be utilized more before hiring someone else.
public transportation should be a higher priority 1

Please consider connecting the new sidewalks on 12 by the new rotaries to downtown. This is very importa 1

nt to me and | would use them everyday.

Parking needs to be expanded in the downtown area especially for people using the library. The library attra 1

cts many people each day and the parking is inadequate

On some questions | wanted to choose more or fewer items than required. Generally, | advocate developme 1
nt of low-cost, low-impact, low-technology infrastructure, practices, and policies, and activities that connect
people to each other and to their surroundings. | think growth should be pursued modestly and only where n
ecessary. There is non-monetary value in quiet, simple living that cannot easily be regained once lost to has

ty or unheedful development. Thank you for creating this survey and carefully considering the responses rec

eived.

More focus needed on town center rehabilitation and attracting new and desirable businesses to Sterling. B 1

etter collaboration on shared facilities with adjoining towns.

If Sterling creates an environment promoting non-motorized transportation (to the town center) we won't nee 1
d as much space for parking cars. Beautifying it will also draw new businesses to the center which will supp

ort a pedestrian's/bicyclist's desire to visit with frequency (along with families).

| really did not like the forced answer on housing. Let me make myself clear, bring in more townhomes and 1
apartments will increase population and will further put a strain on our infrastructure. This will also bring in m

ore cars and more use on our roadways which will cause for greater cost in upkeep. This could over crowd

ny new housing developments take place.

| immensely appreciate everyone hard work on this master plan, but this survey left me confused, concerne 1
d and wondering why the DPW isn’t already maintaining culverts, why there were 20 questions regarding st
ormwater, why the pedestrian town center flow STILL hasn’t been conducted, when the downtown sidewalk
renovation will be constructed - I've been waiting in earnest for the design, and how the town will require pri
vate downtown buildings get a face-lift, why State stormwater mgmt regulations were posed in this survey a

s “optional”!!! Sorry, but the master planning presents as a mess :-(
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10/21/21, 8:44 AM Sterling Master Plan — Survey #3, September/October 2020 - Part Il

| can't express enough how badly we need to improve our DPW. There is so much | see that needs to be do 1
ne. Cut back vegetation growing into the roads, filling in erosion of edges of roads (example, Gates Rd and
Rt. 12 corner), Melendy Rd (connects Chace Hill Rd and Squares hire Rd) edge constantly filled with water.

Also remove the "pretend" sidewalks on Boutelle Rd and install REAL sidewalks

| believe the police could do more to encourage people obey the speed limits. Especially in areas like the ce 1

nter of town. Chace Hill Rd near Rota's and Rte 62 for examples.

I am in favor of goals and actions in support of creating a climate resilient community. | also think it is critical 1
that we support schools and do everything possible to make them safe. | raised my kids here and want to m

ake sure that other families can do the same.
Good Job! 1
Focus on roadway improvement. Redstone Hill Rd is in Horrible shape. 1

Finish the paving and resurfacing project from two years ago and put curbs back where they once were and 1
since have been worn away by snow plows. Stormwater runoff is flooding residents properties on the low si

de of upper Beaman road as well as other street. Stop hiring the lowest bidder for road projects. Stop "pave
over" street projects when the streets have gotten so high they're over front yards of residents thus causing
stormwater runoff flooding. You can only "pave over" so many times ...then the street needs to be lowered b

y grinding or pulling the multiple surfaces off prior to resurfacing. Sterling has wonderful charm, history and
character as it is. Commercializing, developments, apartments, and condo s are not what residents want. W

e don't mind driving to a market or shopping center. We like the quiet sleepy town vibe that has always been
Sterling. Our taxes have increased so steadily these past couple years it will soon be unsustainable for mos

t residents. STOP TAXING US.

Excellent survey questions. Thanks for all of the hard work. There has been a lot of heavy lifting to get thing 1

s this far.

Do not want to see cheaply built, and poorly designed buildings in our town - We have a beautiful Common 1

- 1 don't want to see it ruined by commercial junk being put up around it - or anywhere in the town.

Active road cyclelist in town are a big hazard on our steep , winding, narrow roads, Do not support or contrib 1
ute anything to the town or business in town , create problems Leave trash and expels there bodly waste on
sides of roads, disrepect traffic and disrupts neighborhoods with thier yelling to each other, ride up on bump
ers of vehicles and yell at driver because thier turning and need to slow down ,blocks traffic do not ride on si

de of roads but in middle of roads

Sterling MUST, MUST address the excessive amount of tractor-trailers, dump/gravel trucks, gasoline tanker 1
s, and other heavy vehicles using Rtes 12 and Rte 62 ( Sterling to Clinton) and the center of Sterling, every

day, all day. Their noise is excessive, their sheer size is dangerous (stopping distances for 44 ton gravel truc

ks are farther than pedestrians/kids at a bus stop can run to avoid an out of control vehicle), their exhaust of

ten choking, and MANY disregard posted speed limits. Trucks routinely speed, and Sterling police always a

vert their eyes. In areas without sidewalks (ex. parts of Clinton Rd.), walking with dogs/small children with tr
ucks racing by is frightening and dangerous. Walking the center of town feels unsafe because of trucks. A si
mple start would be to make the use of Chocksett Rd for all trucks at or over the weight of a small loaded gr
avel truck (22 tons) a requirement as they enter Sterling from Clinton. A weigh station there should also be

utilized.

Answered: 37 Skipped: 60
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